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A THEMATIC ROLES ANALYSIS OF SIMPLE SENTENCES FOUND ON 
THE TITLES OF CHINA DAILY NEWSPAPER 
 
ABSTRACT 
SRI LIYANINGSIH. A320120080. A THEMATIC ROLES ANALYSIS OF 
SIMPLE SENTENCES FOUND ON THE TITLES OF CHINA DAILY 
NEWSPAPER. Research Paper, School of Teacher Training and Education Faculty. 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. Mei, 2016. 
The research aims at (1) describing the role played by each NP in an event 
and (2) describing the sentential context. The type of this research is descriptive 
qualitative research. The data source is the China Daily newspaper which is published 
in June-August 2015. Method of collecting data is documentation with the techniques 
as follows: (1) reading the China Daily newspaper that is published in June-August 
2015, (2) selecting for the titles which is containing simple sentences, (3) collecting 
the selecting data, and (4) coding the data. In analyzing the data the writer uses  the 
theory thematic roles of Kearns (2002) and Frawley (1992), and in explaining the 
sentential context the writer found it in the body of the text of the newspaper.  
The result of the study shows that there are twelve role played by the NPs in 
the events found in the titles of the China Daily Newspaper which is published in 
June-August 2015 they are Agent, Patient, Theme, Goal, Location, Beneficiary, 
Instrument, Experiencer, Stimulus, Purpose, Reason, and Time that is divided in thirty 
four patterns. They are classified into five which is starting by agent (77 
data/60,64%), theme (23 data/18,11%), experiencer (12 data/9,46), patient (13 data/ 
10,22%), and beneficiary (2 data/1,57%). The most dominant role in this research is 
agent role, in the form of active sentences, NP1 functioning as agent. The sentetial 
context of the titles can be found on the body of the text of the newspaper by 
paraphrasing it in order to make it to be clearer and comprehensive. 
 
Keywords : simple sentences, thematic roles, sentential context, China Daily 
newspaper. 
ABSTRAK 
SRI LIYANINGSIH. A320120080. A THEMATIC ROLES ANALYSIS OF 
SIMPLE SENTENCES FOUND ON THE TITLES OF CHINA DAILY 
NEWSPAPER. Laporan Penelitian, Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan. 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. April 2016. 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk (1) mendiskripsikan peranan NP dalam sebuah 
peristiwa dan (2) mendiskripsikan sentential context. Tipe penelitian ini adalah 
penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Sumber data yang digunakan adalah koran China Daily 
yang dipublikasikan pada bulan Juni sampai Agustus 2015. Metode pengumpulan data 
pada penelitian ini adalah dokumentasi dengan teknik sebagai berikut: (1) membaca 
koran China Daily yang dipublikasikan pada bula Juni sampai Agustus 2015, (2) 
menyeleksi judul yang termasuk dalam kalimat sederhana, (3) mengumpulkan data 
yang telah diseleksi, (4) mengkode data. Dalam menganalisis data penulis 
menggunakan teori thematic roles, Kearns (2002) dan   Frawley (1992), dalam  
menjelaskan sentential context penulis dapat menemukannya pada isi koran . Hasil 
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dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa terdapat dua belas peranan NP dalam sebuah 
peristiwa yang ditemukan pada judul koran China Daily yang dipublikasikan pada 
bulan Juni sampai Agustus 2015 yaitu, Agent, Patient, Theme, Goal, Location, 
Beneficiary, Instrument, Experiencer, Stimulus, Purpose, Reason, dan Time yang 
dibagi dalam tiga puluh empat bentuk. Tiga puluh empat bentuk tersebut 
diklasifikasikan menjadi lima yang diawali dengan agent (77 data/60,64%), theme (23 
data/18,11%), experiencer (12 data/9,46), patient (13 data/ 10,22%), dan beneficiary 
(2 data/1,57%). Peran yang paling dominan dalam penelitian ini adalah peran agent, 
dalam bentuk kalimat sederhana, NP1 berfungsi sebagai agent. Sentential context dari 
judul dapat ditemukan pada isi teks pada koran dengan memparafrasenya bertujuan 
untuk membuatnya lebih jelas dan mendalam.  
Kata Kunci: kalimat sederhana, thematic roles, sentential context, koran China Daily. 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Newspaper is one of printed media which gives information for the large 
audience. It provides some issues to the readers. Politics, economy, disaster, 
accidents, crimes, communities’ problem, and issues that affect the reader’s live 
are some the examples of the information that the readers can get from the 
newspaper. The journalists usually use various form of the language in order to 
catch the reader’s attention, especially on its titles. 
In semantics there are some instruments which can be used to identify the 
meaning of words and sentences such as by using tree diagram, paraphrase, and 
thematic roles. Thematic roles which is also known as semantics roles, are part of 
semantics interpretation involves determining the roles that the referent of NP’s 
play in the situation described by sentence. Thematic roles capture the relationship 
between a sentence and the event it describes. “Thematic roles originally applied 
to the interpretation of any NP in a sentence, according to its position in the 
sentence, its case form, if any preceding NP” (Kearns. 2000: 228). According to 
O’Grady (1997: 262) there are five important components of thematic roles such 
as, agent, theme, source, goal, and location. Agent is the entity that performs an 
action. Theme is the entity undergoing an action or a movement. Source is the 
starting point for a movement. And location is the place where an action occurs.  
One thing that always makes the readers is interested in reading the 
newspaper is the headlines or the titles. Most of the titles in the newspaper are 
made in short and simple form in order to catch the readers’ attention in reading 
the news or the information. It must also be readable and appropriate with the 
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information or the news on it. Sometimes it uses metaphor, omission of words, 
noun phrase, or it can be declarative sentences or imperative sentences. But 
almost all of them are made in the form of simple sentences or noun phrases. 
Including the titles that the writer found on the China Daily newspaper.  
China Daily newspaper is one of printed newspaper which is published in 
Indonesia once a week accompanied by the Jakarta Post newspaper. Almost the 
whole news and information on this newspaper is about Asia. But mostly the 
information is about China. It can be about China’s government, the society, 
environment, business, and so on. Most of them are written in various forms of 
simple sentences. Based on the data that the writer gets from the titles of the 
China Daily newspaper, she wants to analyze the data by using semantics role 
theory and describe its reference. Because by the titles, the newspaper’s writer 
express the most important point of the news. The titles are the starting point for 
the readers to have interested in reading the whole information, news or articles of 
the newspaper. The sentential context refers to a sentence where the key word has 
occurred.  It supplies syntactic information to know if the key word has any 
explicit or implicit syntactic relation with the other words used in the sentence. 
     For example from the titles that the writer found on August 21st-27th:  
1). Chemical plants / to be moved from / Tianjin.  
          NP1                                                NP2 
In the sentence above, if it is analyzed by using thematic roles, there are two 
entities that is played on it, they are: 
NP 1 Chemical plants      theme the entity that is moved by    the 
action 
NP 2   Tianjin   source the starting point for the     
movement 
So, the rule of the sentence above as follows: 
NP1 – from (NP2) 
The reference of that sentence are (1) chemical plants refer to the place that 
producing and processing the chemical substances and (2) Tianjin refer to the 
name of place in China.  
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2). Li / pledges through / investigation of blast. 
     NP1 NP2 
From the sentence above there are two entities that are played, it can be described 
as: 
NP 1 Li                               agent the entity that is doing   the action, 
pledging 
NP 2        investigation of 
blast      
goal the entity which represents to what 
the action is done 
So, the rule of the sentence above as follows: 
NP1 –pledges through (NP2) 
The reference of that sentence are (1) Li refer to the Premier of China and (2) 
investigation of blast refer to what is Li pledged, to investigate the recent accident 
that occurs in Tianjin.  
According to the explanation above, the writer has interest to analyze the 
titles found on the China Daily newspaper. The writer interested in conducting a 
research entitled “A Thematic Roles Analysis of Simple Sentences Found on 
the Titles of China Daily Newspaper” to know what the roles played by each 
entity of the titles of the China Daily and to explain the sentential context of the 
titles. The writer interested in conducting the research of thematic roles since 
always there are difference roles that found and so do the writer found in her 
research.  
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The object of this research is thematic roles of the titles found on the China 
Daily newspaper which published in June-August 2015. The data of this research 
are simple declarative sentences found on the China Daily newspaper’s titles 
which are published in June-August 2015. In this research just focus on simple 
declarative sentence since thematic roles can be used to analyze simple 
declarative sentences only. The data source of this research is the China Daily 
newspaper that is published in June-August 2015. The method that is used by the 
writer in collecting the data is documentation with the steps as follows: (1) 
Reading,  the writer reads the China Daily newspaper especially that is published 
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in June-August 2015, the writer focus on the titles found on the China Daily 
newspaper, (2) Selecting, the writer selects the data to describe the role played by 
NP in simple sentences of the titles in the China Daily newspaper, so the writer 
will choose simple sentences of the titles found on the China Daily newspaper 
only, (3) Collecting, the writer collects the selecting data from the China Daily 
newspaper and it will be described the role played by NP and explain the 
sentential context, (4) Coding, the writer codes the selecting data in order to make 
it easier in classifying the data. The technique that is used by the writer in 
analyzing the data is descriptive, she describes the roles played by each entity of 
the titles of the China Daily newspaper by referring the theory thematic roles of 
Kearns (2002) and Frawley (1992) and she explains the sentential context found 
on the China Daily’s titles by reading the whole information of each article.   
3. FINDING AND RESEARCH DISCUSSION 
3.1 The role played by each entity in an event 
Based on the data analysis the researcher found that there are thirty four patterns 
which is divided into five roles, they are agent role, experiencer role, patient role, 
and beneficiary role. First is agent role, it have eighteen patterns, for example Agent-
patient role: Data Number : 04/CD/p2/5-11 0615: US schools  expel  many Chinese 
students.The data above can be analyzed as follows: 
US school expel many Chinese students 
     NP1  NP2 
agent 
(the entity which 
performs the action) 
patient 
(the entity undergoing the effect of 
the action) 
Role : NP1 (expel) NP2 
      Agent-(expel)-patient 
In the event represented by the data (04), US school played as the agent 
because it performs the action deliberately, expel. Many Chinese students is as 
patient because it undergoes the effect of the action of expel and it comes out 
change in state. 
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The result of the agent role as follows: (a) agent-patient role (3 data/2,36%), (b) 
Agent-theme role (27 data/21,26%), (c)  agent-theme-location role (2 data/1,57%), 
(d) agent-theme-location role (2 data/1,57%), (e) agent-goal role (12 data/9,45%), (f) 
agent-time role (1 data/0,79%), (g) agent-beneficiary-theme role (1 data/0,79%), (h) 
agent-theme-goal role (17 data/13,39%), (i) agent-theme-time role (2 data/1,57%), (j) 
agent-instrument-goal role (1 data/0,79%), (k) agent-theme-instrument role (1 
data/0,79%), (l) agent-theme-beneficiary role (1 data/0,79%), (m) agent-beneficiary 
role (2 data/1,57%), (n) agent-theme-location role (1 data/0,79%), (o) agent-patient-
reason role (1 data/0,79%), (p) agent-goal-reason role (2 data/1,57%), (q) agent-
source role (1 data/0,79%), and (r) agent-goal-purpose role (1 data/0,79%). Second is 
theme role, it have six patterns, they are (a) theme-agent role (2 data/1,57%),  (b) 
theme-location role (6 data/4,72%), (c) theme-goal role (9 data/7,10%), (d) theme-
goal-location role (1 data/0,79%), (e) theme-source role (2 data/1,57%), and (f) 
theme (3 data/2,36%), for example: theme-agent role: Data Number : 01/CD/p2/5-11 
0615: Non-patriots won’t be appointed HK chief. It data can be analyzed as follows: 
Non-patriots won’t be 
appointed 
HK chief 
NP 1  NP 2 
theme 
(the entity 
undergoing the 
action) 
agent 
(the entity which performs the 
action, appointing) 
Role : NP1 (won’t be appointed) NP2 
          Theme-(won’t be appointed)-agent 
In the event represented by the data (01), non-patriots stands as theme because it 
undergoes the action of won’t be appointed that is done by HK chief. It is the reason 
why HK chief stands as the agent of that action, performing the action of appointed. 
Third is experiencer role, it have four pattterns, they are (a.) experiencer-theme role 
(9 data/7,09%), (b) experiencer-stimulus role (1 data/0,79%), (c) experiencer-theme-
source role (1 data/0,79%), and (d) experiencer-theme-goal role (1 data/0,79%), for 
example: Experiencer-theme role: Data Number : 02/CD/p2/5-11 0615. Doctors face 
verbal abuse and violence. It  data can be analyzed as follows: 
Doctors face verbal abuse and violence 
NP 1  NP 2 
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experiencer 
(the entity which has an 
emotional or psychological 
state) 
theme 
(the entity undergoing the 
action) 
Role : NP1 (facing) NP2 
          Experiencer-(facing)-theme 
In the event represented by the data (02), doctors played as an experiencer because it 
experiences the event of facing verbal abuse and violence. Verbal abuse and violence 
played as a theme because it describes what is being faced by the doctors. Forth, 
patient role, it have five patterns, they are (a) patient-location role (6 data/4,72%), (b) 
patient (2 data/1,57%), (c) patient-reason role (2 data/1,57%), (d) patient-time role (2 
data/1,57%),  and (e) patient-agent role (1 data/0,79%), for example: Patient-agent 
role: Data Number : 102/CD/p3/14-20 0815.Tianjin rocked by warehouse explosion. 
It data above can be analyzed as follows: 
Tianjin rocked by warehouse explosion 
NP1   NP2 
patient 
(the entity undergoing 
the effect of the action) 
 agent 
(the entity which performs 
the action) 
Role : NP1 (rocked) by NP2 
          Patient-(rocked)-(by) agent  
In situation represented by the data (102) Tianjin is as patient since it gets the effect 
of the rocking and warehouse explosion is as agent since it cause the rocking. Fifth is 
beneficiary role, it has one role, (a.) beneficiary-theme role (2 data/1,57%), for 
example: Beneficiary-theme role: Data Number : 85/CD/p2/July 31-August 6 15: 
Indonesian graduate gets first work visa. It data can be analyzed as follows: 
Indonesian graduate gets first work visa 
NP1  NP2 
beneficiary 
(the entity which get 
theme 
(the entity undergoing the 
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advantage of the action) action) 
Role : NP1 (gets) NP2  
           Beneficiary-(gets)-theme 
In situation represented by the data (85) Indonesia graduate is as beneficiary 
because it gets the benefit from the action of getting and first work visa played as 
theme since it is undergoing the action, describes what is being gotten by the 
Indonesia graduate.  
Based on the research finding above, the researcher found twelve roles played 
by NP in an event, they are Agent, Patient, Theme, Goal, Location, Beneficiary, 
Instrument, Experiencer, Stimulus, Purpose, Reason, and one of the role which 
have not been explain before in previous chapter, Time. Time is an entity which 
describes when the action is happenand there are two roles that have never not 
been found before in the previous study, they are the role of Reason and Purpose. 
For example it can be seen in the data number 16 and 108. In the data number 16, 
NP3 played as reason since it motivates the event and in the data number 108 NP3 
played as purpose since it shows the result of the action. So, the result of the 
analysis of the role played by NP as follows; there are seventy seven data which 
are started by agent (60,64%), twenty three data which are started by theme  
(18,11%), twelve data which are started by experiencer (9,46%), thirteen data 
which are started by patient (10,22%), and two data which are started by 
beneficiary (1,57%). Thus, the whole data that the researcher found on the China 
Daily Newspaper which is published in June-August 2015 is one hundred and 
twenty seven data (100%). When the type of the sentences are active sentences 
NP1 functioning as agent, experiencer, some of them are patient and when the 
type of the sentences are passive sentences NP1 functioning as theme and patient. 
In this research agent role is the most dominant role, in the form of active 
sentences, NP1 functioning as agent. It is related with the characteristics of 
journalistic language that it should be simple, brief, efficient, and interesting. So it 
is easier to grap the readers’ attention in reading the newspaper.  
3.2 The Sentential Context of the Titles 
Journalistic language have different characteristics with the common 
language. In journalistic language, a journalist should refer to the fact, there is no 
individual oppinion in writing the news, but it should be written briefly, clearly, 
informative, persuasive, and understandable in order to make the readers 
understood about the news easily.  
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Based on the analysis of the titles’ sentential context the researcher found that 
most of the simple sentences on the China Daily Newspaper titles that the 
researcher found are clearly enough so the researcher can found its sentential 
context on the body of text of the newspaper. The result of the analysis of the 
sentential context by using paraphrasing the titles, so the titles be clearer and 
comprehensive.  
4 CLOSING 
Based on the research discussion, the writer concludes that (1) there are 
twelve role played by NP in an event found on the titles of the China Daily 
Newspaper which is published in June-August 2015 they are Agent, Patient, 
Theme, Goal, Location, Beneficiary, Instrument, Experiencer, Stimulus, Purpose, 
Reason, and Time that is divided in thirty four pattern. Those are classified into 
five which is starting by agent (77 data/60,64%), theme (23 data/18,11%), 
experiencer (12 data/9,46), patient (13 data/ 10,22%), and beneficiary (2 
data/1,57%), (2) the titles which are the researcher found on the China Daily 
Newspaper published in June-August 2015 are clear enough. The sentential 
context of the titles can be found on the body of the text of the newspaper by 
paraphrasing it in order to make it to be clearer and comprehensive. As an English 
teacher the study of thematic roles is very useful. By it an English teacher will be 
able to explain to the students about noun phrase and its role in an event deeper. It 
also will be nice and useful topic for the students in understanding the text in 
reading comprehension. For example it will useful for the students in 
understanding and answering the questions in reading comprehension.  
The analysis of thematic roles is a nice topic. The result of this research can 
be used as a reference for the student of English Department in studying thematic 
role deeper. The writer suggests to the other researchers to analyze other data and 
data source by using thematic role. For example, the data from magazine, article, 
movie script, text in novel, etc.Related to the English teaching, it is better if the 
next researcher observe or analyze the thematic roles of the sentences used in the 
textbook for begginers. The thematic roles of the language use for begginers have 
never not been analyzed yet, so the teacher can know the complexity of the 
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language use in the textbook for begginers. It can be focusing on reading 
comprehension only. 
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